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According to a report appearing in the Miami Herald on Aug. 4, last month Panama's de facto ruler,
Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega, sent a personal envoy to meet in secret with deposed president
Eric Arturo Delvalle to discuss the opening of formal negotiations. The Herald said that Juan Sosa,
recognized by Washington as Panama's Ambassador to the US, confirmed that the meeting took
place at an unidentified site in Panama, and that Delvalle demonstrated interest in acting to rapidly
resolve the country's political standoff. According to Jose Blandon, former Panamanian consul
in New York, Delvalle intended to release a document this week announcing his willingness to
negotiate with Noriega. Gen. Noriega relieved Blandon of his post early this year. The Herald
reported that Blandon had received a telephone call from Delvalle who informed him of the meeting
with Noriega's envoy in July. Blandon said that Noriega wants an agreement with the former
president because he knows that the US is likely to lift its economic sanctions against Panama only
on request by Delvalle. Washington recognizes Delvalle as president of Panama. Next, the Herald
said that Sosa had confirmed Blandon's statements. Sosa reported he had also received a telephone
call from Delvalle. However, in a telephone interview from Washington, Sosa told AP that there
are indicators Noriega has sent out feelers on the possibility of negotiations, but that he did not
believe Delvalle had met with an envoy from Gen. Noriega. According to Sosa, Delvalle said that
Noriega had sent him a proposal for negotiations in July, shortly before Delvalle arrived in Miami
for a medical checkup. (Basic data from AP, 08/04/88)
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